Mole Valley Conservative Association’s
Newsletter

Welcoming note
Welcome to the March issue of the Mole Valley Conservative Association’s Newsletter.

To unsubscribe to this newsletter, please contact us through the website ‘Contact us’ page with a subject line
of “‘unsubscribe’.

Our aim is to provide you with a monthly update on the work of the Conservative Association and your
elected representatives. We would value your feedback or comments.

We hope you enjoy reading the March issue.

A word from the Chair
A correction in fiscal direction is essential

Bear Stearns may not be a household name in Britain but the recent revelation that the
United States Federal Reserve had made liquidity available to such a major organisation
caused much concern. As a quasi-brokerage house the funds had to be passed through
Morgan Chase but the message is clear — the fiscal problems and bank liquidity remains a
major problem. The Bear Stearns problem has been solved by Morgan Chase buying them
for US$10 a share plus a US$30 billion injection from the Fed. If only Mr Darling was right
with his optimism when he delivered his budget then we could all relax. Alas | believe Mr
Darling is wrong and only a correction in fiscal direction (not just easier central bank
interest rates) is essential. If this does not happen commercial rates will reflect higher
margins and the cost of borrowing for governments, companies and individuals will go up.

The Government has to realise that the amount of spending by Central and local government has to be used with
more wisdom. Does the NHS need so many non medical staff? Does the Ministry of Defence need so many
Civil Servants to administer so few uniformed personnel? Do we need to keep children at school until 18 years
of age when “difficult” subjects such as languages are phased out so much earlier in the school cycle?

Every Labour budget has increased the load on the beleaguered tax payer. The Darling boring budget added £110
to the average family’s tax and that is before the Council tax rise which in Surrey reflects the Government’s real
term grant reduction. This means the burden on the poorest in society will continue to be too high, particularly
with Labour having abolished the 10% tax band. The squeals will be heard next month when people earning
between £35,000 and £40,000 face up to increased National Insurance costs, just when the higher local authority
bills, caused mainly by Central Government cuts, hit the populace. As the election comes close and as the final
tax and spend policies of the dying Brown Government are more discernable Tory Shadow Ministers will need
to reflect on the effects on those millions of us who pay and act accordingly.

One sensible news item is that Northern Rock are to start laying off staff — which makes sense even if the
Channel Islands subsidiary, Granite, needs to have new mortgages to ensure that the £55billion of assets is
maintained. Extra Gilts to the tune of £14billion will have to be issued to help fund the maladministered
institution.

In the present economic climate it is difficult at local level to be prudent but it is vital that authorities such as
Mole Valley District Council continue to be Conservative-controlled, otherwise we will read about the affairs of
the Council in the fantasy columns.
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News from the House of Commons

Government slows down ID card schedule

The ID card debate rumbles on with Jacqui Smith, Home Secretary, recently
unveiling the timetable for rolling them out in the UK. As many of you will
know from my previous newsletter articles, | am vehemently against ID cards
and the strangling of civil liberty they represent.

The Government’s original plan to make all new passport applicants be issued
with an ID card by 2010 seems to have been halted, for now. The only
immediate plans are for foreign nationals to carry ID cards by the end of this
year whllst airport Workers have until the end of next year to obtain them.

Students will be encouraged to carry ID cards from 2010 but this small step is certainly signals a U-Turn by
the government. | have no doubt that the widespread public opposition to ID cards has forced the
government to conveniently postpone the major part of 1D card scheme until after the next general election.

As ever, it is not the cards themselves that bother me but the enormous amount of information such as
personal data and biometrics, which are stored on a national database. As | said in an interview with the
Dorking Advertiser earlier this month, “None of what the Home Secretary announced today changes the fact
that your personal information is your own and should remain private. The National Identity Register will
change the relationship between the State and the individual and will, in time, make the citizen answerable
to the State rather than the other way around.”

Report from Surrey County Council

Social care funding

Not everyone realises that other than schooling, our biggest service is social care — out
of our annual budget of just over £1 billion, half is directly sent to schools, and out of
the £500 million left over we spend approximately £400 million on social care across
the County.

. We look after some 18,000 older people and younger vulnerable adults who have
physical, sensory and learning disabilities. The number of people needing our services
is growing every year. We all know that people are living longer so there are more old
people requiring care — the number of people over 85 is increasing by 800 each year.
An equal, if not greater, challenge is the number of younger adults needing our help, those who would
previously not have survived to adulthood but thanks to improved medical care and techniques now have a
much longer lifespan.
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Next year there are almost 223 children who will reach the age of 18 crossing from children’s services to
adult services and who are likely to require care due to learning, physical or sensory difficulties. The
increase in the number of people needing care has the knock on effect of driving up the unit costs of suitable
care arrangements as demand outstrips supply.

Given the current pressures on the system, there is no alternative for next year but to allocate significant
extra resources. At the same time, however, we recognise that there has to be a step change in the way
services are provided if we are to continue to provide support for all those who need it. That is why we have
embarked on a process of change in the service as part of the County Transformation Programme. This will
see those clients who are able having much greater control over their support. It will also continue our drive
to help more people receive support in their own homes. This is not only more cost effective, but it also
provides a much better outcome for the client.

We are also responsible for improving the futures of children and Surrey County Council’s efforts are
paying off — but more work is planned to narrow the gap with their peers.

The latest exam results prove that the county council is making huge strides. Last year, 44 per cent of the
county council's eligible 591 looked after children, some of whom come into care in their teens having had a
poor, disrupted education, got five or more GCSEs at A* to G grades, up from 40.3 per cent the previous
year, and 11.3 per cent achieved five or more A* to C grades, compared with 5.6 per cent.

However, the number of looked after children who sat a GCSE or GNVQ last year only went up from 61.1
per cent to 61.3 per cent and the county council is determined to accelerate the upward trend in all areas of
educational attainment.

To help the drive to provide better opportunities for looked after children, we agreed £120,000 of extra
funding this year, including:
- £30,000 towards the cost of driving lessons
- An additional £60,000 of funding for the council’s tutor scheme, with the aim of 50 more children
getting 1,700 more hours of tutoring
- £30,000 to increase the education maintenance allowance for looked after children remaining longer
in education.

Additional funding will also be available in next year’s budget to ensure that we continue to make
improvements in this priority area.

Conservative Issues

Locally in Mole Valley, at long last it seems the Lib Dems may have come to their senses and realised that
their inconsistent interference in traffic management in Dorking has only created more problems. Yet again
the Conservative group working with the County’s Highways Officers have saved Dorking residents from
the blight and chaos that would have resulted from incoherent Lib Dem proposals including controlled
parking, more crossings, interfering with traffic lights etc. Having brought about confusion they tried to
blame others for their own failings - as usual. 1t would help if they began to look at Dorking in the round
and not just as two electoral divisions. Dorking is too important to be thought of simply in terms of political
fiefdoms.
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Your Conservative county councillors recognise that they represent the people in their divisions and have a
wider responsibility not only to the whole of Mole Valley but more broadly to the community of Surrey.

This month sees the Conservatives group preparing for its annual general meeting; this is where we decide
who does what for the coming year as we prepare for the County elections in 20009.

I went up to Newcastle and Gateshead for the Spring Forum and, having expected to attend a good
conference am delighted to say that it was an exceptional conference. As well as the great changes that have
occurred in Newcastle as a result of the Conservative Government’s City Initiatives started by Michael
Heseltine, the current leadership were out in force and rigorous with their attacks on this dithering, dull and
dreary government.

Have a good Easter.

Il#

Report from Guildford Borough Council

Recycling Works generates positive feedback

This month, the focus returns to the Civic Hall development, which is starting to
gather pace. The proposed contractor to develop the new building has been selected
and the company is now starting to undertake the detailed work required to develop
the site, in conjunction with the architects. We look forward to the development
commencing in the summer of this year.

Meanwhile, we have received the results of the trial food waste recycling scheme, in
which 1800 households received a weekly food waste and recyclables collection and a fortnightly
collection of residual waste. The scheme, badged Recycling Works, generated very positive feedback from
residents, who have given it a 92% satisfaction rate. We now need to consider whether to roll out a
recycling scheme across the Borough on a similar basis in 2009. The existing fleet of vehicles is due for
replacement and hence, the council now has a major decision to make within the next few months.

The council is also currently looking at its sheltered housing provision. In recent years, demand for
sheltered housing has reduced as elderly people have, understandably, preferred to remain in their own
home, receiving care from social services and other agencies, rather than move to a sheltered housing
scheme. As a consequence, and partly because of changing government funding arrangements, we are now
looking at how we manage our sheltered schemes and the existing staffing arrangements to ensure that
scheme residents receive appropriate care for their needs.

$%
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Report from Mole Valley District Council

What's happening at Mole Valley District Council?

On the 26™ February 2008, the Conservative Administration put through its new
¢¥ constitution and named the councillors who will be heading the new style
. executive Council.

These are exciting times because the new constitution will streamline decisions
and cut through the appalling delays that have hampered the way in which the
council operates.

Unsurprisingly the Liberal Democrats set up multiple opposing motions, all of which were roundly defeated.
Their leader, fresh back from holiday in Greece, waxed lyrical about ancient Athenian democracy. | did
point out that the example of a city state two and half thousand years ago, where women couldn’t vote and
slavery was legal, may not be entirely relevant to modern day Mole Valley.

So who’s on our new executive? There will be six “portfolio holders” in the new Executive. Clare Curran
(Bookham North) will head Strategic Planning whilst Ben Tatham (Mickleham, Westhumble and Pixham)
will run Finance and Assets.

Duncan Mountford, elected as councillor for Leatherhead North in 2004 will run Environment and
Sustainability. Kate Horden (Brockham, Betchworth and Buckland), who at 25 is the youngest member of
the Conservative Group, was appointed portfolio holder for Customer Care. David Walker (Bookham
North) will be responsible for Housing and Community Support and David Sharland (Leatherhead South)
will run Community Safety and Wellbeing.

There will be four new “Area Forums” each with its own chairman. These will be elected formally at the
annual council meeting in May 2008.

Some of the former council committees will remain. The Development Control Committee will continue to
be chaired by Chris Hunt (Ashtead Village) and Licensing by Daphne Ladell (Box Hill and Headley).

The Administration Spokesman on Scrutiny and Audit will be Chris Reynolds (Ashtead Village).
Tim Hall, Leader of the Council said:-

“What we have here is a winning team. Our Conservative councillors come from all walks of life and all
kinds of backgrounds. Whether they 're out in the community or meeting at the council offices, these are the
people who have made Mole Valley a top quality council. This is an exciting time for Mole Valley. Our new
Executive will deliver both greater transparency and faster decision making.”

(
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News in brief
New Effingham Train Station

There are plans for a new
train station at Effingham
- .
Junction to replace the old
- one which is now well past
its shelf life. Network Rail has submitted plans
to Guildford Borough Council for a smart and
environmentally-friendly structure with
terracotta coloured cladding and glazing. It
follows a new design concept of modular
stations where the fabric of the building, the
footbridges and the platform shelters are all
made off-site and placed into position on-site
by a crane. Effingham Junction will be one of
the very first places in the UK to receive one of
these news modular train stations and despite
being brand new should blend comfortably into
its surroundings without looking to modern. Sir
Paul was keen to discover how much
disruption Network Rail’s plans would cause to
commuters’ journeys but was reassured that the
cranes would only move the new station parts
on-site at night and the current station building
will remain in place until the new one is fully
completed. Disabled access should be much-
improved with lift access to platforms and a
ramp from the car park. Although Effingham
Junction enjoys fairly low levels of vandalism,
there will be increased CCTV installed
throughout the station including the lifts and
the new bicycle racks.

NFU raises awareness in Westminster

As an MP for a rural
constituency, Sir Paul
is always interested in
the welfare of the
farmers in Mole Valley. He has forged close
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links with the NFU (National Farmers Union)
who he had a lot of contact with during the
Foot and Mouth outbreak last year. The NFU
recently held an event at the Farmers’ Club in
Westminster for MPs’ researchers to celebrate
their 100" birthday. The NFU took the
opportunity to discuss the problems currently
facing the farming community. Economically,
the NFU explained that currently in the UK
corn is faring better than horn with grain and
horticultural farmers enjoying a particularly
good period whilst the livestock sectors are
experiencing harder times. Bovine TB
continues to be of great concern with more and
more cattle infected and slaughtered each year,
whilst the Government dithers over how to beat
this very serious and widespread disease.

Westminster Report 2008

We hope that by now
you will all have
received the 2008
edition of the
Westminster Report,
sent out by Sir Paul
Beresford MP. Last year, we were disappointed
to discover that very few residents in Mole
Valley received a copy through their letterbox
so this year we are keen to ascertain exactly
which areas of the constituency have or have
not had copies delivered. | would be grateful if
you could email mvca@btconnect.com to let us
know whether you have received the
Westminster Report and please include your
name and full address. If you have not received
a copy, we will be happy to send you one.
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Feature Article
Budget report

On the 12™ March, Chancellor Alistair Darling delivered his first Budget. The presentation was so low
key as to be somnambulant.

Political parties, unions and businesses were quick to voice their
opinions on Mr Darling’s first Budget.

Darling’s opposite number, George Osborne has labelled it the
“Bad news Budget” and went on to say that it “kicks Britain's
families when they are down.”

For David Cameron, this budget was “a dire list of reviews and re-
announcements.” Hidden within Mr Darling's first Budget was
high debt, high interest rates, high taxes and lower growth. David
Cameron told MPs, the “cost of living is going up and Labour is
making it worse”.

Whilst Cameron was swift to criticise My Darling and his debut
budget, he was also keen to point out that the previous Chancellor,
current Prime Minister Gordon Brown, was really to blame for the
high cost of living in this country under Labour.

As usual, the government has relied on a few headline
grabbing measures to pass their budget off as a good
deal for the country. However, read the small print and
Darling’s empty promises are exposed* For example
Darling's winter fuel allowance is only in place for one
year, costing £575m. It is offset by a permanent cut in
the State Second Pension (S2P), which will raise
£450m a year.

Similarly, Darling extended the low duty on zero
& carbon homes to flats and maisonettes, but there are
~only six zero carbon homes currently in the UK.

The latest small print reading shows the Darling Budget will cost the average family an extra £110 a
year at a time when Council Tax rises will hit Surrey as the reduced Government grant strikes home.

We are all in for a hard tight few years!



