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Welcoming note 
 

Welcome to the June issue of the Mole Valley Conservative Association’s Newsletter.   
 

To unsubscribe to this newsletter, please contact us through the website ‘Contact us’ page with a subject line 

of ‘unsubscribe’. 
 

Our aim is to provide you with a monthly update on the work of the Conservative Association and your 

elected representatives.  We would value your feedback or comments.   
 

We hope you enjoy reading the June issue.   
 

A word from the Chair 
 

Stagflation! 
The best piece of economic news in the past week is the report that Charlie Bean, presently 

chief economist of the Bank of England, is to be one of the deputy governors.  If true this 

will be to offset the weak Sir John Gieve – who missed the onset of the Northern Rock 

fiasco.  The major problem we all face in the U.K. is inflation and the remit of the Bank is to 

control it – or write a monthly letter to the Government explaining why even fudged figures 

are over 2%.  The derivative markets are certainly indicating that interest rates in this 

country should go up, not down. 

 

Low interest rates, particularly under Greenspan in the United States, helped to cause many 

of the current problems.  The PSBR, again a fudged figure, is compounding the problem.  At 

present the Government will borrow to try and solve their overspending – and still not admit to the debt of 

Network Rail nor to much of Northern Rock.  We are all being told to batten down the hatches – only in parts of 

the public sector is the advice ignored.  

 

The question of pensions for those who work in central government, associated organisations and in local 

government must be addressed.  A vibrant and booming private sector may be able to pay the taxes required to 

maintain “state” pensions but as things get tougher this will have to be addressed even if strikes similar to those 

in France are the result. 

 

Stagflation is when economic growth is slow or shrinking but inflation is high.  What a nightmare scenario is 

being laid down by Messrs Brown and Darling for the next Conservative Government to manage, would one 

really envy Mr Osborne the job of sorting the resultant mess out?  That savings must be made in state spending is 

obvious – we can only hope they can be achieved without damaging the infrastructure. There is one area of 

major neglect – and I do not refer to the parlous state of the roads in the south of England – namely the spending 

on the defence budget.  When typists can be paid more than twice the compensation of wounded soldiers and 

when Coroners say that equipment, including planes, are a contributing cause of death then things are parlous.  If 

the regime change in Nepal results in a loss of recruits to the Gurkhas the military will be even more stretched. 

 

In twelve months we will have the Euro Elections.  The present image of the Euro Parliament has not been 

enhanced by naïve behaviour of Messrs Chichester and Dover – they may not have acted illegally but they have 

acted inappropriately.  In a personal capacity I do hope that neither will be included on the voting form for their 

area – with the method of voting there is no way the electorate are able to pass judgement on individuals.  

 

What an interesting vote in the Irish referendum on the Lisbon Treaty! 
  

Mr Colin Crispin 

Chairman, Mole Valley Conservative Association 
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News from the House of Commons 
 

Housing Market begins to crumble 
 

It seems that things are going from bad to worse in the housing market at the 

moment as Bradford and Bingley announce losses sending shares in the 

mortgage lenders tumbling.  

 

During the first four months of this year Bradford and Bingley have seen £8m 

pre-tax losses, a dramatic change in fortune to this same time last year which 

saw them enjoying £108m profits. Share prices have dropped by more than two-

thirds in the last six months, falling by 40% last month alone. 

 

However, it is not just Bradford and Bingley who are feeling the sting in the housing market right now, the 

Bank of England released figures earlier this month that revealed the number of new mortgages being 

approved for house purchase hit a new low in April. The current credit crunch is being blamed for the 

predicted slump in mortgage lending this year, with the number of loans approved and amounts offered 

falling consecutively for the last 12 months.  

 

The Council of Mortgage Lenders and the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors have warned that 

property sales this year would fall by between 35% and 40% as a knock-on effect of fewer mortgage 

application approvals. The National House Building Council has announced the number of planning 

applications for new houses has dropped by 27% compared to last year, and it is expected by many 

forecasters that house prices will drop by at least 10% this year, but that first time buyers will not be able to 

enjoy this fall because of this reduction in loan approvals.  

 

Bradford and Bingley’s fortunes seem to be merely a sign of the times, and bankers and regulators have 

warned against comparisons to the recent troubles of Northern Rock. However it is hard to dismiss a 

company who controls a fifth of the UK’s £120bn buy-to-let market experiencing such major problems as 

nothing to worry about.  

 

Sir Paul Beresford  

Member of Parliament for Mole Valley 

 

 

Report from Surrey County Council  
 

Safer and Stronger Communities 
 

Are you aware that the Fire Service in Surrey is part of the County Council’s remit?  Its 

also part of my new portfolio at County Hall – Safer and Stronger Communities.  The 

Fire service has some interesting statistics – they deal with around three fatal fires per 

year and 600 house fires but now also attend around 70 fatal road collisions as well as 

significantly increased flooding and heath fire incidents which might be because of 

‘climate change’.  Last year the service attended almost 6000 automatic alarms at 

businesses in Surrey that turned out to be false alarms and so the service introduced a 

pilot to ascertain if these calls are genuine before deploying a response. This has seen a 

reduction of almost 40% unnecessary callouts. By spreading this pilot across the 
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County it will allow for much more to be invested into community prevention work. 

 

The Government have called for a sub national review on economic development and regeneration. They 

have decided to abolish regional assemblies (as Conservatives wanted) but instead of giving back their 

powers and responsibilities over regional planning, including housing, to local government i.e. the District 

and the County Councils, have instead transferred these to the Regional Development Agencies.   

 

The regional assemblies whilst unelected bodies were at least served by local councillors from across the 

region. This new step towards more centralisation will take even that representation away.  The question is 

how will local communities know what is being decided for them and how will they lobby to get their 

voices heard over issues that touch the very heart of our communities?  Surrey’s Executive is very 

concerned at this lack of democratic accountability and will be seeking a new approach to ensure value for 

money and flexibility to respond to local and strategic need but this Government is turning its back on local 

government where it can no longer win any seats and wants to control all. 

Finally, I saw an article on the BBC news website which made me cheer our Conservative MPs getting the 

message across in Parliament. It says  “Government ministers are planning to introduce a “no lorries” 

warning sign to deter heavy goods drivers from being directed down entirely unsuitable short cuts by sat nav 

systems. The signs, whose final designs will be drawn up by the Department for Transport, will show a lorry 

with a red line through it without any words. “The design will, we hope, be easily understood by drivers 

with a weak grasp of English,” said a source at the ministry. 

A government consultation on sat nav, to be published within weeks, has concluded that more must be done 

to prevent “inappropriate routing”. The government accepts that sat nav is a valuable tool but is concerned 

that some drivers are overly reliant on it and are abandoning common sense.” 

I know that parts of Mole Valley suffer greatly from sat navs bringing HGVs of the M25, reports of 40 

tonners being stuck in Leith Hill etc., and I have asked Surrey County Council to take up this opportunity as 

soon as it can.  

County Councillor Helyn Clack 

Member for Dorking Rural 

Executive Member for Safer and Stronger Communities 

 
 
Report from Guildford Borough Council  
 

Developing for the future 
 

Local councillors in the Guildford Borough part of Mole Valley have expressed 

frustration that our views on Post Office closures were ignored.  Although branches in 

Guildford Town have been spared, the consultation earmarked branches at Effingham 

Junction and Holmbury St Mary for closure.  Despite vigorous protests from local 

residents, Parish, Borough and County Councils and Sir Paul Beresford, our views 

were ignored.  It is time that the Post Office started to think of innovative ways to 

keep Post Offices open, rather than finding excuses to close them. 

 

Work is now well under way at the new Park and Ride site at Merrow.  Anyone driving down the A246 

through West Clandon over the last few months will have been greeted with a roundabout to nowhere, ahead 
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of the development of the site.  We are pleased that work on the actual site has now started, thanks to an 

agreement with the landowner and golf course developer, and we expect the facility to be up and running 

ahead of the Christmas rush.  We are confident that it will be well used and cost effective, although it has 

not been without its opponents.  We continue to look for other potential sites, particularly in the East of the 

Borough. 

 

The council is looking closely at the way its Scrutiny Committees operate.  The scrutiny process, which is 

supposed to hold the council’s Executive, or Cabinet, to account, has never worked effectively and it is a 

common problem across most local authorities.  We are keen to move towards a parliamentary ‘Select 

Committee’ style process, whereby major issues within the Borough are investigated in depth.  

Unfortunately, it seems that Liberal Democrats are too interested in political point scoring to really engage 

in a constructive scrutiny process, but we live in hope. 

 

Cllr Andrew French 

Deputy Leader, Guildford Borough Council 

 

Report from Mole Valley District Council 
 
What’s happening at Mole Valley District Council? 
 

Mole Valley’s Conservative Administration has finally come to a decision on the 

running of its leisure facilities, namely the Dorking Halls and the Leatherhead 

Leisure Centre. This has been a controversial issue for the council. A number of 

people, not least the Arts groups who use the Dorking Halls and the sports clubs 

who use the Leisure Centre, had expressed concerns about what would happen if 

an outside company took over. Sadly, but predictably, the Liberal Democrats 

made great play of these concerns and this only served to alarm staff and service 

users.  
 

The Council met at a special meeting on 3
rd

 June 2008. For at least a year, council officers have been 

working hard assessing a number of bidders for the task of running these facilities. However the assessment 

was not just about money. The Council wanted to know who would provide the best service for Mole Valley 

residents.  

 

In the event, a report was produced that recommended that Mole Valley keep the running of the Dorking 

Halls under council control. This is another sign that our Conservative controlled council can actually 

outperform the private sector.  

 

However the running of the Leatherhead Leisure Centre was awarded to a charity called Fusion under a 15 

year contract.  

 

Conservative Councillor, David Sharland, Portfolio Holder for Health, Safety and Wellbeing explained how 

the council had reached its decision:- 

“This has been a rigorous process and we have taken great care in reaching this decision. We had to be 

sure of Fusion’s ability to maintain and exceed existing levels of quality and customer care. In addition we 

have secured protection for Leisure Centre staff, and we have an assurance from Fusion that they will be a 

good employer. In fact throughout the process, Fusion has expressed every interest in keeping existing staff.    
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We think this is the right way to deliver better services for better value, whilst saving money.  I would like to 

thank the officers of Mole Valley for all their hard work and the staff of the leisure facilities for their 

patience.  

The financial benefits are huge. We should save nearly £350,000 per year but at the same time, Leisure 

Centre charges will be set jointly by the Council and the successful bidder.  

This was never about selling off our Leisure Centre, or giving the income from our refurbishment away. The 

council will continue to own the land and buildings, but the facility will be run from the outside. The 

Conservative Administration of Mole Valley has taken a bold decision, but it’s one based on common 

sense.”    

The Liberal Democrats had opposed the Conservatives at every step of the process and at one point had 

staged a demonstration outside the Dorking Halls. However when it came to the crucial meeting on 3
rd

 June, 

no less than nine Liberal Democrat councillors, over half of their number, failed to turn up to the debate. It 

seems that they saw little political capital in active debate.   

Cllr Malcolm Johnson 

Communications Officer, Conservative Group  

Mole Valley District Council  
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News in brief 
David Davis resigns 
 

The big political story of the month 

has been Shadow Home Secretary 

David Davis resigning in order to 

force a by-election on one major 

issue, namely the “the slow 

strangulation of fundamental British freedoms by 

this Government.”  The vote on whether terror 

suspects can be held without charge for up to 42 

days, which narrowly went Gordon’s way, 
prompted Davis to take a stand on behalf of all 

British citizens to defend their civil liberties.  Since 

Labour came to power in 1997, our freedoms have 

slowly but surely been eroded away, in the shape of 

ID cards and the huge national database behind it, 

the ever-increasing DNA database, excessive 

CCTV and detention without charge. Although 

Davis’s move was a risky one, which has sparked 

fierce debate, many will see it as a brave expression 

of his devotion to the cause of protecting British 
people from losing their civil liberties entirely. 

 
Give the People of Zimbabwe a Better 
Future 
 
 

A contact of Sir Paul Beresford sent him this email 

and we thought it would be worth sharing with you: 
 

“As you hopefully know, there is a Presidential 
election run-off on June 27th and Robert Mugabe is 

fighting every inch of the way to stay in office.  

People are literally being murdered to stop them 
voting.  He cannot be allowed to get away with it 

again! This is not an election campaign - it is a 

deliberate policy of Electoral Cleansing - The 

question is what Britain will do to stop it. 

Yesterday the South African Sunday Times 

reported that Mugabe had "declared war on his own 

people": 

http://www.thetimes.co.za/PrintEdition/Article.aspx

?id=785112 

Would you be willing to promote the website 
www.friendsofzim.com  to everyone on your email 

list, and make a donation to help those fighting 

against the odds to ensure that the people 

Zimbabwe have the taste of democracy?  I have 

personally checked this organisation out and I can 

assure you that the money raised is being spent on 

practical support that will make a difference. I 
reckon that many of the world's media, the UN and 

so many others are ignoring much of what is going 

on there.  There are 150 election observers 
currently in the country but there are 210 

constituencies and thousands of polling places to 

monitor.  The situation deteriorates daily as 

opposition supporters are threatened and attacked.  

Latest reports are that over 70 people are now dead, 

with hundreds missing, thousands injured and tens 

of thousands dispossessed.  Mugabe's thugs must 

not be allowed to get away with this. Inflation is 

1,000,000%, unemployment is over 85% and food 
production in what was once the "bread basket of 

Africa" is almost non-existent. 

Please donate if you can and pass on to anyone who 
you think might help. This could make a world of 

difference to people who have the courage to fight 

for a better life.”   

 

Excessive drinking concern  
 

The recent local survey in Sir Paul 
Beresford’s Westminster Report 

showed a large number of constituents 

are concerned about excessive and 
underage drinking in the area. It was 

only a few months ago that the local area was 

highlighted in a national hazardous drinking survey, 

when Surrey was revealed to be the worst offender 

for excessive drinking in the country. The negative 

effects of excessive alcohol consumption were 

clearly seen on 30th May when a ‘tube party’, 

organised to celebrate the last night of legal 

drinking on London public transport, got out of 
hand, with 6 underground stations forced to close, 

several trains damaged, and at least 12 workers 

assaulted at one station alone. In 2006 the average 

consumption of alcohol by young drinkers had 

doubled from 5.3 units to 11.4 units per week since 

1990. The government has sought to impose new 

policies designed to combat excessive and underage 

drinking but the measures seem to be too little too 

late. Tim Loughton MP, Shadow Minister for 

Children, stressed that underage drinking had 
“spiralled out of control” due to years of Labour’s 

dithering.  
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Feature Article  
 
Petrol prices soar as motorists are left gridlocked 
 

At the start of this month we had already experienced a 

six week run of record fuel prices, a trend that showed no 

sign of abating anytime soon. Indeed, unleaded petrol is 

expected to rise to an astonishing 150p per litre by 

September this year according to experts. That would 

mean the average family car would cost £82.50 to fill up 

on every visit to the petrol station.  

 

The average motorist is now paying more than £1,800 in 

car-related tax; this is a 50% increase since Labour came 

to power. The government’s response is a rather weak 

promise from Chancellor Alistair Darling to re-consider 

the rise of 2p on fuel duty planned for this autumn. If 

figures from petrolprices.com are to be believed then the government is making a decent sum from the 

recent rises, with almost 50% of the price of unleaded petrol going on duty.  

 

Throughout Europe the recent steep rise in petrol prices has hit the ‘gas guzzling’ industries 

particularly hard. In France, Spain, Portugal, Belgium and Italy fishermen have be staging protests, 

and lorry drivers in the UK and Holland have been following suit.  

 

At the start of the month the A30 in Devon was blocked by hundreds of trucks, causing chaos for half-

term holiday makers who found themselves gridlocked behind the vehicles whilst trying to return 

home. This was just one of the many protests held across the country by hauliers who are calling for a 

25% per litre rebate and have handed a petition to Downing Street.  

 

But if this is a European wide problem then some might 

question whether the solution cannot be found within 

Europe itself? At present any reduction to the current 

minimum VAT on petrol of 15% cannot be changed 

without support from all 27 member states in 

accordance to EU law.  

 

French President Nicholas Sarkozy has suggested a cap 

on the amount of VAT that can be paid on petrol could 

be introduced, but has admitted that this amendment 

would also need widespread support. The EU’s response 

has been that governments should seek to help those 

industries most affected by the price increases through 

individual, national measures. It has also been suggested that greener technologies should be adopted 

by industries struggling to afford higher running costs.  

 


