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Welcoming note
Welcome to the January issue of the Mole Valley Conservative Association’s Newsletter.

To unsubscribe to this newsletter, please contact us through the website ‘Contact us’ page with a subject line
of “‘unsubscribe’.

Our aim is to provide you with a monthly update on the work of the Conservative Association and your
elected representatives. We would value your feedback or comments.

We hope you enjoy reading the January issue.

A word from the Chair
Sterling - the problem of funding our PSBR!

Upon picking up a national newspaper | read that the Christine Lagarde, the French
economics minister, is unhappy with the way sterling has weakened against the Euro. |
assume she is worried that the returns for the French utility companies, who have
invested in Britain, will not be as great as had been hoped — notwithstanding the very
high charges levied in Britain.

The overseas investors who were persuaded to invest in British banks in 2008 have had a
double hit; the value of sterling against the dollar has eroded and the price of the bank
shares has been hit by a total helix. Why should we assume that the funding of our ever
increasing debt will be possible — the credit default swap rate for British debt has
reached 125 — (on a level with Southern Europe). Many of the “assets” of banks are invested overseas so
their value on the balance sheet in sterling terms has gone up — and the default costs in sterling would be
much higher. The public now realise why Barclays paid the Qatari and Abu Dhabi investors 14% for their
investments.

The cult of leveraging is not the cause of the problems, it is the availability of a greater amount of funds at a
price that borrowers can afford. Whilst it worked the borrowers and lenders were very happy and all the
politicians in the world were content to see that the extension of the house ownership and the ability to buy
new cars and white goods created a feel good factor. The first signs of realism brought the whole edifice
down and Britain, under a spendthrift government, was and is, very ill-equipped to cope. Not only do
people have no reserves, nor does the government!

We are told that one key component is to calculate the bad debts and once quantified to put them against
capital — most losses will be on paper until such time as the assets are sold or the borrower goes bust. In this
climate the idea of people rushing out on a spending spree is a forlorn hope — to spend or not to spend is a
no-brainer when you may not have a job tomorrow and the goods you may wish to buy may be cheaper in a
month’s time.

One way of assisting the economy would be to make the State Pension tax free, and totally free of being
means-tested. This would result in a large group of people having real available cash to spend — safe in the
knowledge that unemployment would not be a consideration for them. At present pensioners see their
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savings attract little or no interest, their shareholdings have gone down, their utility bills are high and many
get taxed on their state pensions at rates between 20% and 40%.

I am sure Gordon Brown is confident of leading us all to the Promised Land — he does not have to drive to
the station and park his car (recent increase in charges of 33%) or travel on a train with an increased fare in
excess of 10%. Whatever the headline inflation rate, these increases have to be funded by people in the real
world.

We, the Conservatives, have some good ideas — such as a National Loan Guarantee Scheme, cutting
National Insurance and reducing waste in both central and local government. Let us hope we get elected to
government before it is too late.

News from the House of Commons

Sir Paul’s Private Members’ Bill

The Private Members' Bills ballot is held at the start of each new parliamentary
session. The 20 MPs who are successful in the ballot gain priority, based on the
order in which they are drawn, in consideration of their chosen Bills on Private
Members' Bill Fridays.

The Private Members' Bills ballot for the 2008-09 session took place on
Thursday 11 December 2008. | was delighted to be drawn 10" in the ballot,
which will give me the opportunity to further improve legislation relating to
child sex offenders.

My seeks to amend the Regulation of Investigatory

Powers Act 2000 to increase the penalty where a person fails to comply with a notice requiring

disclosure of protected material where it is likely that the material contains an indecent photograph

1 of a child or where the offender has been previously convicted of a sexual offence involving
images of children.

The Bills of the MPs successful in the ballot are formally presented in the House on the fifth sitting
Wednesday. Therefore, the formal first readings of the Bills, including mine, took place in the House of
Commons last Wednesday, 21* January.
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Report from Surrey County Council
Surrey Libraries

In my executive role | lead politically for surrey libraries. It’s very cheering to go into
our libraries these days, many of them have been refurbished and have computerised
check out systems which leaves more time for librarians to look after people and their
enquiries. Modern up to date book stocks, latest DVDs and audio books are available
and we have seen a consistent increase in membership with free Internet connected
computers available as well. In these days of worrying personal finances — libraries are
proving to be places for learning and social networking at very low cost to our
residents. Book readings, poetry and special reading events for children with their
mums and dads offer something to do without breaking the bank and their vitality is
proving to strengthen local communities. Even the new library cards brighten up the day with beautiful
views over the Surrey Hills, many taken in the Dorking area. If you are not a library user already, | should
get down to your local library and see what there is to offer.

I am also working on what the 2012 games will mean for us in Surrey. This is a once in a lifetime
opportunity for us here in Surrey — a close neighbour of London, we have opportunities to provide training
camps for visiting teams and tourist venues and we may even play an even more significant role, we will
know soon whether we might be host to the shooting events here at Bisley in Surrey. Whatever happens it
will mean a boost to our moral in 2012 and in my view we should get the best we can out of it. My
colleagues in the police authority are concerned about extra costs for security and we are working with them
to see how their extra costs can be supported by the games.

Everyone has been caught up by colds and flu it seems over the Christmas break, | certainly came down
with it and had to shelve any Christmas plans, but before we broke up for the Christmas break ( we call it
‘recess’) we met in the council chamber to decide whether we wanted an elected mayor or not. After a very
interesting and dynamic debate we decided that our current system works well, is more democratic for
Surrey residents. | spoke at all my parish council meetings asking for their opinions for an elected county
mayor for Surrey, but as one parish councillor said, “well Helyn if it’s not you that’s to be the mayor, what
will they care about our problems here in the villages?” In the end we thought that an elected mayor would
be good for businesses and pushing through difficult schemes and plans, but that our role was to represent
the people who live in Surrey first and foremost so we declined having a Mayoral system.

We are now preparing for a county election in June alongside the European elections. We have already
begun work on our manifesto, considering out top priorities and live at County Hall continues in its hectic
and diverse way. If you have any views about where the County Councils should be prioritising, please let
me know as always at Helyn.clack@btopenworld.com

Happy New Year all.
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Report from Guildford Borough Council
This year’s budget round

This year has been one of the toughest ever budget rounds for Guildford. However,
after considerable efforts by officers and councillors to drive out cost savings, we are
proposing a budget increase of just 2.48% for the year ahead. This is subject to
ratification at the budget meeting on 12 February.

This year’s budget round has been particularly difficult in the light of the fall in
interest rates, which lopped around £1.5m in income from the budget, together with

- an increase in utility bills of around £450k. However, following a thorough review of
expenditure, the council identified savings of £2.1m without cutting into essential services, contrary to some
of the negative headlines we have seen in the Surrey Advertiser about service cuts.

Guildford Conservatives were determined to maintain our excellent record of below-inflation council tax
increases since we took control in 2003, particularly in the light of the credit crunch and the strain on the
finances of local residents. To have done so in a year when we are increasing our kerbside recycling service
with the addition of a food waste collection service is a particularly strong achievement.

Planning for the replacement Civic Hall continues to be a challenge as, despite the effects of the recession,
building cost inflation continues to increase. Unfortunately, the total project cost has risen from £24m to
£26m, reflecting higher than anticipated tender prices, but we remained determined to progress with the
scheme. On a more positive note, the Government has invited bids for funds for public infrastructure
projects and, in tandem with our regional colleagues, we are submitting a bid of £10m for the Civic project.
So far, the Government has not given a clear indication as to when these bids will be considered.
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Report from Mole Valley District Council
Council Tackles Deficit

mm  The Council faces a big hole in its Budget next year unless it makes big savings
#3 and/or increases its income. There are a number of reasons for this deficit, but the
e following are prime examples:
» the interest on balances in 2009/2010 is now likely to be £600,000 less
than forecast.
e free travel for the over 60’s is proving so popular that it will cost £250,000
: more than expected
= income from fees from planning applications and land searches by people buying houses is likely to
be £200,000 lower

Mole Valley’s income from its Government grant (including its share of the Business Rates) is only going
up by just 0.5% per year - way below the rate of inflation and below the increases in the Rates that
businesses will be paying to the Government.
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Although Mole Valley collects the Business Rates, it passes it all to the Government who then pass some of
it back to Surrey County Council, the police and then Mole Valley itself. 60% of the Business Rates
collected in Surrey go outside the county.

Conservative Councillor Ben Tatham, Portfolio Holder for Finance and Assets said:-

If we do not make drastic changes, the Council’s spending would be £2.2 million more than its income in
2009/2010. This gap would go on increasing in the following years and would reach £3.2 million in
2012/2013. We cannot allow this to happen.

The final decisions on the Budget and Council Tax will be made at the Council meeting on 19 February
2009. The Conservative Administration is putting forward Budget proposals now to allow plenty of time for
discussion. We propose to reduce expenditure and increase income so that a balanced Budget is achieved
by 2012/2013. The plan includes the following:

» devising ways to deliver services more efficiently

e making savings in the way we buy goods and services

e increasing income from our property

» reducing spending on some services

e increasing fees and charges

e increasing Mole Valley’s share of the Council Tax by 3.5% (this is below the current rate of inflation
and is equivalent to an increase of 10 pence per week for the Band D tax payer)

We also need to remember that out of each £1 of Council Tax, only 10.4 pence goes to Mole Valley. The rest
goes to the County and the police.

Some of these actions are not what we would wish to do but the Administration must tackle the deficit and
bring the Budget into balance.”

*
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News in brief

Wisley Planning Application threatens
RHS Garden

Capel Incinerator is not the
only waste management
application being tirelessly
fought by local residents -
two planning applications
are also being strongly opposed by the Wisley
community. RHS Garden Wisley has formally
objected to the proposed waste site
developments in order to protect its future and
local environment. The consultation deadline
has now passed but many of the 360,000 Royal
Horticultural Society members, the Wisley
Airfield Action Group (WAAG) and local
Parish Councils are likely to have lodged their
objections. The sites under debate are Wisley
Airfield and Nutberry Farm. The proposals
detail plans for large scale biodegradable
waste-composting  facilities.  Whilst RHS
Garden Wisley is a great advocate of
composting they believe that this should be on
a small scale domestic level as mass
composting could release pathogens which
have a detrimental effect on many plants
including those at Wisley RHS gardens next
door to these two sites. The planning
applications for both sites will be heard at
committee stage very shortly.

Mole Valley Conservative Association
Events

@ Mole Valley Conservative Association

There are plenty of future Association and
Branch events happening in Mole Valley over
the coming months. They are a great chance to
meet other Conservatives in your area, enjoy a
good meal and hear some interesting speakers.
Here are a couple of future events to give you a
taster of what has been arranged so far:

Mole Valley Conservative Association’s

- On 13™ March County Councillor
Helyn Clack will be speaking at the

#(C

« On Friday 27" March Danial Hannan
MEP will be the guest speaker at the
# , arranged by

Bookham North Branch.

For further information and tickets for these
and other events please contact the Mole
Valley Conservative Association in Dorking on
01306 883312 or mvca@btconnect.com
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Feature Article
Action against Capel Incinerator

County Councillor Helyn Clack and Mole Valley MP Paul Beresford joined Capel Action Group
supporters at their successful fund-raising fair on Saturday, 17" January 2009, in Capel Village Hall.
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Capel Action Group has run a long running battle against plans to build a waste incinerator at the
Clockhouse site neighbouring on the village. Having won the first judicial review against the original
planning consent, the action group are now heading into the courts for a second judicial review later
this month. The hearing is against the County waste disposal plan with particular reference to the
Capel site as being suitable for such an incinerator. The court costs are anticipated to run into many
tens of thousands of pounds.

Although the costs will be predominantly returned if the group are successful in court, many other
costs still need to be covered. Support has come from a number of sources, including Mole Valley
District, but extra is needed. There have been a number of individual donations and extra money was
anticipated from this very successful fair which was organised by local resident Jane Chilvers and
raised over £4500 on the day.

C.CllIr Helyn Clack and Paul Beresford MP have been very supportive of the action team and their
protest from the very beginning. They therefore were particularly delighted to visit the fair and show
support.

More information including how anyone can help is available on www.capelaction.org.uk.




