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Welcoming note 
 

Welcome to the April issue of the Mole Valley Conservative Association’s Newsletter.   
 

To unsubscribe to this newsletter, please contact us through the website ‘Contact us’ page with a subject line 
of ‘unsubscribe’. 
 

Our aim is to provide you with a monthly update on the work of the Conservative Association and your 
elected representatives.  We would value your feedback or comments.   
 

We hope you enjoy reading the April issue.   
 

A word from the Chair 
 

The Financial World 
 

Arguably the most important news items of the past month have been minor postscripts on 
the inside pages.  The price of rice has soared.  Within a few weeks the price had gone from 
US$580 a tonne to US$760 a tonne.  I read that rice is the staple food of some 3 billion 
people.  Many of these people were already near the poverty line so the higher prices will 
compound the situation.  Major producing countries are now imposing export bans to keep 
local prices down which will further increase the problem.  The possibility of unrest and, 
even worse, starvation is a real threat. 
  

The financial world is now hitting most people, who are suddenly familiar with such terms 
as Collateralised Mortgage Obligations, sub prime loans, Monoline bond insurance and even 

Credit default swaps.  This last named is a market where 10 banks account for 90% of the market.  A year or so 
ago there was a takeover of a shipping business by a Middle Eastern investor – the Americans were nervous of 
such an investor having a toe hold in American port facilities – but now it is not only Citibank, who have long 
been working with an eminent Saudi businessman, but other banks and investment banks who are delighted to 
receive capital injections from the U.A.E., Qatar, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia.  
 

In Britain various private finance initiatives have still not been seen on the Government’s balance sheet. There is 
a further delay of another year in the implementation of international financial reporting standards, which is 
possibly a way of keeping PFI projects off the balance sheet.  The Bank announced a ¼ % drop in base rate; 
however inflation is such that this drop is not justified.  What is needed is an increase in liquidity and a quiet 
word in the ear of various banks credit committee chairmen telling them that authorised banks as monitored, by 
preferably the Bank of England not the FSA, are sound!! 
 

In a very well researched book the variations in the mix of the Gross Domestic Product in various regions is 
large and cannot be sustained.  
 

The suggestion is that in London and the South East public spending represents one third of the economy.  In the 
North East of England 63% (maybe more with a nationalised Northern Rock), 56% of Scottish GDP, 64% of the 
Welsh GDP and 70% in Northern Ireland. 
 

The effect on the Council Tax payers of Surrey is huge – do we enjoy the fruits of any of the local taxes levied 
on our businesses or are monies transferred to Glasgow or Ballymena?  The pressure for change can only come 
from the electorate; which is why the local elections on May 1st do matter and I would urge you to support your 
Conservative Candidates and send a signal to Number 10 that enough is enough. 
  

Mr Colin Crispin 

Chairman, Mole Valley Conservative Association 
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News from the House of Commons 
 

The fight for Surrey Police funding 
 

Local Conservative MPs and I are doing battle with the Government over the 
funding of Surrey Police. We have continued this ever since Labour came to 
power and Surrey Police had a consistent annual diminution, in real terms, in 
their funding.  
 
The latest situation is such that, because of this year’s real terms cut in funding. 
Surrey Police Authority raised their portion of the Council Tax by more than 
5%. The Government then threatened to cap this rise back to their ceiling of 5% 

without increasing the grant to fill the funding gap. The result is that Surrey Police are likely to have to 
reduce their man power by approximately 200 staff. This is particularly difficult as the importance of police 
presence is very topical at the moment with the two recent murders in Ashtead and the youth gang fight in 
the recently in Dorking.  
 
Surrey Police are being forced by funding problems and the influx of criminals from outside Surrey – 
mainly London – to change their crime fighting strategies. At the very time we all feel we need to see more 
Bobbies on the Beat we are likely to get less! 
 
Of course the Government has not accepted the fact that it is the progressive reduction in the share of the 
Government grant to Surrey Police, Surrey County Council and all Surrey district councils which has caused 
the excessive rise. 
 

Sir Paul Beresford  

Member of Parliament for Mole Valley 

 

 

Report from Surrey County Council  
 

Conservatives make a difference to road policy 
 

In spite of the sharply decreased government grant for highways (we lost some £3m in 
real cash for highways this year), the County Executive have had to be very resourceful 
in setting this year’s highways budget.  The Conservative group has backed the 
Executive Policy decision to spend more on resurfacing our roads against traffic 
calming schemes has budgeted for £56.5 million to be spent on highways in the coming 
year 2008/09.  We are also looking to add to this during the year – this has only been 
possible by the achievement made by the Conservative group at the beginning of the 
administration to save £50million of our annual budget. 
   

The road surfacing programme will bring good news for Mole Valley which sees a long list of roads coming 
up for resurfacing starting now. Already I see in my division and others around the constituency the results 
and works warning signs. 
  
The Inspectors report on the Surrey Waste plan has now been published and will go to Council to be 
adopted. Many of us were hoping the Capel site would have to be withdrawn on the same principles for 
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which the application was overturned in 2001. It was not, so now the fight will continue to the planning 
committee due to be heard in June. 
 
This year is quiet in my Dorking Rural division, with no local elections, but elsewhere I see the campaign 
being taken up with gusto. Yesterday the posters started springing out of hedges and everyone is busy 
helping to get the Conservative message across and the opposition out of their seats.  The County 
Conservative group is also looking at elections. In 2009 all 80 seats come up for election and while we hold 
58 of them, we are starting to work out a strategy to ensure we win more. 
 
This week we had our annual general meetings for our Conservative group and on the 6th May the full 
Council will confirm the decisions of our group.  As I am group secretary it is a very busy time and I am 
reminded of how important our democratic processes are.  Our group does not always agree but it does 
agree to the decisions of the majority, so we often have ballots to decide issues and appointments.  The 
group secretary is also the returning officer which makes my position even more interesting as the 
responsibility of making sure that balloting is absolutely fair is an interesting challenge! 
 
It is beginning to seem that at long last the winter may be over not only for our gardens but for the 
Conservatives as well. However we must not be complacent and must get out and support the Party 
wherever there are elections this spring as a step towards bringing back a Conservative Government. 
 

Helyn Clack  

County Councillor for Dorking Rural 

Executive Member for Policy and Performance  

 
Report from Guildford Borough Council  
 

Increased services come at a cost to the taxpayer 
 

The council has confirmed that it is going to roll out an enhanced recycling collection 
service from 2009, in order to achieve its recycling target of 60% by 2010.  From next 
year, residents will receive a weekly food waste and dry recyclables collection 
weekly, with residual waste (which is sent to landfill) to be collected on a fortnightly 
basis.  This follows very positive feedback from the council pilot ‘Recycling Works’ 
campaign, which trialled weekly food waste collection in parts of the Borough.  The 
rollout is phased from 2009 in order to allow for appropriate vehicles to be ordered 
and delivered as the existing refuse collection fleet is due for replacement. 

 
Guildford, like other local authorities in Surrey, has been rolling out the new bus pass scheme, which 
enables pensioners to travel anywhere in the country for free.  Sadly, the financial allocation from 
Government to support this scheme left council taxpayers to foot a bill of £335,000 for the shortfall between 
what the Government said the scheme would cost and what it actually cost for Guildford.  In contrast, other 
Surrey local authorities, such as Mole Valley, have been over funded by the Government.  Local authorities 
in Surrey have also been forced to meet the cost of maintaining a 9.00am start time, whereas the 
Government’s proposed scheme starts at 9.30am.  While this is a good benefit for pensioners on fixed 
incomes, we are unhappy that our local taxpayers are effectively paying twice over for this scheme. 
 

Cllr Andrew French 

Deputy Leader, Guildford Borough Council 
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Report from Mole Valley District Council 
 

What’s happening at Mole Valley District Council? 
 
As we enter the election month, the Conservative Administration has been given a 
boost. The Audit Commission has delivered its annual report on the performance 
of Mole Valley District Council.  
 
Key points were:- 

 

• Mole Valley’s overall performance in 2006/07 was above average with overall levels of customer 
satisfaction up amongst the best in the country 

• Levels of recycling and composting are also amongst the best in the country. The Council is a “top 
performer” at minimising waste.  

• 193 affordable new homes were delivered, giving Mole Valley on of the best records in the country.   
 
The Commission noted that value for money continues to be a top priority for the Council. Its 2007 “Use of 
Resources” review concluded that Mole Valley performs well overall in this area with performance above 
average and costs below average.  
 
In addition the Council has met its efficiency targets and is on course to significantly exceed them for the 
2005 to 2008 period. The Commission also pointed out that the Council had devoted considerable energies 
to a number of major changed, which the Council believed would help put it in a good position for further 
improvements. These included the change to a cabinet model for Council decision making, the transfer of 
Mole Valley’s housing stock and the development of new priorities for the coming year.  
 
Conservative Leader of the Council, Tim Hall said:- 
 
“I was delighted with the Audit Commission’s report and I would like to thank all our officers and members 

for their hard work. Mole Valley is a top quality council and we want to keep it that way. There are always 

areas in which we can improve, and at present we are discussing the recommendations of the Audit 

Commission to see what action needs to be taken. We have new priorities for the coming year and we are 

determined to deliver on them.” 

 

If we are to prevent the Liberal Democrats from undoing all this good work, we need to be out there, 
supporting our candidates for the May local elections. A huge amount of work has gone into our target 
wards, but we need to keep up the momentum.  
 
The slogan on our literature is “We’re here for Mole Valley.” I hope you’ll help us make that a reality for 
2008.   
 

 

Cllr Malcolm Johnson 

Communications Officer, Conservative Group  

Mole Valley District Council  
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News in brief             

                     

Local elections looming 
 

The Mole Valley District 
Council Elections are fast 
approaching. We whole-
heartedly support the following 
Conservative candidates with 
their local election bids. 
 

Ron Billard    Dorking North 
Misbah Mosobbir   Dorking South 
James Thomas Friend  Westcott 

Chris Quinlan    Holmwoods 

Len Wood    Ashtead Common 
Chris Reynolds   Ashtead Village 
Alex Burrows    Ashtead Park 
Clare Margaret Curran  Bookham North 
Graham Michael Hems  Bookham South 
Emile P. Aboud   Fetcham West 
Carolyn Jane Corden   Fetcham East 
Kyle Jameson Green   Leatherhead North 

Rosemary Margaret Dickson  Leatherhead South 
 
Remember every vote really does count, so 
please do vote on Thursday MAY 1st 2008. 
 
 
Research proves Brown is weakest post-
war Prime Minister 

 

We all knew that Brown has 
been a spectacular let down so 
far as Prime Minister, but thanks 
to recently published evidence he 
can now be officially called the 
weakest post-war PM.  

 
Within his first month as Prime Minister, 
Brown saw Labour MPs rebel a total of nine 
times. This is four times more than every other 
post-war prime minister combined! 
 
The two revolts in July 2007 over the Pensions 
Bill were the largest rebellions in the first 

month of any Prime Minister’s premiership 
since 1945. 
 
A grand total of 79 Labour MPs have rebelled 
against Brown since he became Prime 
Minister, an astonishing testimony to his lack 
of authority over his own party.  
 
As Chris Grayling MP, the Shadow Work and 
Pensions Secretary explained, "Gordon Brown 
is shaping up to be one of the worst, if not the 
very worst, Prime Ministers in the last 
century." 
 
 

Women and Children’s services review  
 
This month a review 
has been launched into 
the Women and 
Children’s   services at 
Epsom and St. Helier 
Hospitals. The review 
has been undertaken in order to assess the 
needs of the local population and to ensure that 
these needs are met by any proposals put 
forward, to help meet the increasingly high 
standards for care that are being demanded by a 
number of professional bodies, and to meet 
challenges posed by the European Working 
Time Directive which limits the time staff can 
work.  
 
The Hospitals NHS Trust says they hope this 
review will ‘help us develop viable options for 
the future of the services.’ The Trust also 
assures that a full consultation will be 
employed should any major changes to this 
service be proposed.  
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Feature Article  
 
The fate of local Post Offices is finally sealed 
 
This month we were devastated to hear the news that all seven of 
the threatened post office branches in Mole Valley will be closed. 
Only 3 branches out of the 44 proposed for closure in the Surrey, 
Berkshire and West Sussex area will in fact be saved, leaving a 
network of 276 branches. The Local Public Consultation process 
finished on the 10th March this year and seems to have had little 
effect on the decisions made, despite Post Office Ltd receiving 
approximately 6100 pieces of correspondence and attending 25 
meetings with customers and their representatives.  
 
Post Office Ltd reassures us that customers will receive no less than four weeks notice before closure, 
but admit they expect all changes to be implemented by summer 2008. 
 
The Post Offices at Abinger Hammer, Effingham Junction, Leatherhead Road, Holmbury St Mary, 
Kingston Road, South Street, and Mickleham will all be closed, despite a large number of 
correspondences in support of their remaining open. This included petitions from Mole Valley 
Conservatives, letters from Sir Paul Beresford, communications from the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Mole Valley District Council, Guildford Council, Mickleham 
Parish Council, Westhumble Residents Association, Leatherhead and Dorking Citizens Advice Bureau 
amongst many others. 
 
The Abinger Hammer branch was described as ‘the hub of the community’ during consultations. 
Worries were cited about the future of the attached village shop and other local retailers, and the lack 
of alternative banking facilities in the local area.  
 

The Post Office Ltd themselves admit that in the case of the 
Effingham Junction branch there is no pavement or street 
lighting for part of the route to the nearest alternative at 
Station Road. Further to this there is a stepped entrance to 
the Station Road branch and only one disabled parking bay, 
therefore making it not the ideal alternative for those with 
push chairs, wheelchairs, and the elderly. They also admit 
the bus service operating between the two branches is a 
limited one.  
 
Leatherhead Road’s alternative is connected by a limited 
bus service also, and this is despite claims that access to 

Post Office services for the residents of sheltered housing in Turville Court was considered during 
consultation.  
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The nearest alternative to the Holmbury St Mary branch is Gomshall, which is over two miles away. 
Customers changing from the Kingston Road branch to nearby Leatherhead Common Post Office will 
have to use a railway crossing that will make the journey significantly more dangerous as well as 
laborious.  

 
Continually the number of cars owned by nearby residents has been 
considered when looking at access to alternative branches, however in 
today’s world where everyone is expected to consider their carbon footprint, 
and help reduce global warming, the encouragement of the Post Office to 
residents to use  their vehicles seems highly inappropriate.  
 

We would like to thank everyone who campaigned to save these branches, and it is just unfortunate 
that despite our best efforts and the wishes of the majority within local communities affected the 
closures will still take place.  


